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;! * WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

\\> INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application 

No - Tcr/cteoov/mM 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the 
language which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


[ ] This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

.which is the ianpuage of a translation fiirnishfid fhr th* purposes nf intPmatmn*1 cAarrli 
(underRuies 12.3 and23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of : 


a. type of material 




[ 1 a sequence listing 




f 1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




t 1 in written format 




[ J in computer readable form 




j c. timeoffilmg/furnishing 




j; M contained in the international application as filed. 




•5 [ 1 filed together with tlie international application.in computer readable form. 




C 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 




3. [ ] In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statement that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 


4. Additional comments : 

r" 

i * 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Box No. V 



International application 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43A«.l(a)(I) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 
Claims 
Claims 
Claims 
Claims 



lto39 



NONE 



lto39 



NONE 



lto39 



NONE 



_YES 
_NO 
_YES 
_NO 
JYES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations : 

Dl: US 4 599 778 (DREYFUSS W. etal.) 15 July 1986 (15-07-1986) 

t 

Novelty (N) 

i 

Claims 1, 18 and 35 of this application define a tubular stabbing protector comprising a plurality of body sections forming a 
first opening and a second opening. The first opening is sized to be secured over a pin end of an oilfield tubular and the 
second opening is sized to fit over a box end. A releasable lock is disposed between at least two adjacent body sections of the 
plurabty of body sections. This subject matter is taught in the prior art. D lis considered to be the closest prior art This 
document teaches a stabbing protector with a plurality of body sections, a first and second opening to be fit over the pin and 
box ends of two drill pipes to be connected. A releasable lock is disposed on the mechanism. See column 2, lines 23 to 49. 

Claims 1, 18 and 35 further define that the releasable lock is automatically releasable when the second opening is fit over the 
connection to permit the plurality of body sections to separate and release the first end. This feature is not taught in the prior 
art Thus the subject matter of claims 1, 18 and 35 is considered to fulfill the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) 



Dependant claims 2-17, 19 -34 and 36 - 39 embody the limitations of the independent claims 
fulfill the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) as well. 

Inventive (IS) 



and are thus considered to 



Claims 1 - 39 are also considered to involve an inventive step. The inclusion of the automatically releasable lock would not 
Artcre 0 33(3)° ne " "* 0n ^ *** daimS considered t0 requirements of PCT 

Industrial Applicability (IA) 

irtcTe^r" 6 ' ° f ° laiinS 1 10 39 ^ C0DSidered to - e industriaU y Wlicable and thus fulfills the requirements of PCT 



m 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application 



Box No. vn Certain defects in the international application 



The Mowing defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted : 



2 S^^?^ COmply ^ Rule 8 ' 1 d > PCT - Each m ^in technical feature of the invention a reference sigh must be 
-included in the abstract, and placed between parentheses. • 



rn 

1 



o 

O 
-a 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. VII) (Januaiy 2004) ' — 1 ■ 

Pago 4 of 4 



